
Tennessee
Chattanooga
Chattanooga has reinvented itself
in recent years and has become a
magnet for families. Visit the
remarkable Tennessee Aquarium, take a
cruise on the Southern Belle riverboat, spend time on
Lookout Mountain, ride the Incline Railway, explore
the site of “The 1863 Battle Above the Clouds,” go
underground at Ruby Falls and see the inspiration for
Disneyland at Rock City Gardens. You can also ride a
steam train, visit the Children’s Discovery Museum,
the Chattanooga Choo Choo complex and shop at
Tennessee’s largest shopping mall.   

Oak Ridge & Norris
Welcome to the secret city, a place

that almost 60 years ago didn’t even
officially exist despite some 75,000

people living there. Oak Ridge was
created as part of the Manhattan

Project to develop the atomic bomb
which brought a sudden end to the

Second World War. The
American Museum of
Science and Energy is
the place to visit, a
touchy-feely, great-
for-children place that
devotes a floor to the
Manhattan Project,
including a fascinating film.  Travel 200 years in
fifteen minutes to the Museum of Appalachia, a
65-acre living history museum. From farm animals
in their natural settings, furnished pioneer cabins,
and 250,000 plus mountain artefacts, this museum
offers fun for the whole family.

Chattanooga > Pigeon Forge & The Smokies > Oak
Ridge & Norris   Total Distance: 152 miles (245km)

Alabama
Alabama’s Mountains 
Mountain panoramas, waterfalls, caverns and
gorges await exploration in North Alabama. Go
horseback riding and view a majestic 104-foot
waterfall in Fort Payne. Hike miles of trails in
DeSoto State Park and the Little River Canyon
National Preserve or go underground for a cave
tour. See glass-blowing demonstrations at the
Orbix Hot Glass studio, or in nearby Scottsboro
visit Unclaimed Baggage where lost airline
luggage is sold to the
public. In Huntsville see
America’s largest seasonal
butterfly house at the
lovely botanical gardens
and visit the largest
hands-on history museum
in the South, the
EarlyWorks Childrens
Museum. 

Huntsville
The U.S. Space & Rocket Center is the world's
largest space attraction and features dozens of
interactive exhibits surrounding Apollo, Mercury
and Space Shuttle spacecraft. See the U.S. Space
Camp Training Center where youngsters of all ages
(and adults) conduct simulated missions.
Experience three times the force of gravity as you
spin in the "G-Force Accelerator." Feel the powerful
G forces of launch aboard the "Space Shot."
Manoeuvre through space aboard the "Mission to
Mars." Travel through space during breathtaking
shows in the Spacedome Omnimax theater. 

Alabama’s Coast 
Visit Gulf Shores along the
Alabama Gulf Coast with its
32 miles of soft white sand
beaches and sparkling Gulf
waters.  The Gulf Shores
Public Beach has just been
voted the ‘cleanest in the South’ and Gulf State
Park has a new fishing pier and Beach
Pavilion.Take a dolphin-watching trip or a scuba-
diving adventure. Nearby is Mobile, location of
the first capital of the Louisiana Territory by the
French. Mobile’s downtown reflects the past with
famous architecture, fabulous food and a host of
attractions. Children love the Gulf Coast
Exploreum Science Center and the Mobile
Carnival Museum in the downtown area. The USS
Alabama Battleship is also a great family
attraction. Kayak to barrier islands off Dauphin
Island or go bird watching along the Alabama
Coastal Birding Trail. 

Alabama Mountains > Huntsville > Alabama’s Coast
Total Distance: 365 miles (588km)

Georgia
Dahlonega
Forget about California. The first American gold
rush was in the hills of North Georgia in 1828.
Take a walking tour through the massive
underground network of tunnels at Consolidated
Gold Mines and learn about techniques used by

the early miners. Pan for gold at
Gold’n Gem Grubbin’ Mine and learn
the story of the first gold rush at
the Dahlonega Gold Museum Historic
Site in the old county courthouse.
Celebrate Villa Rica, the City of Gold,
at the Gold Rush Festival every October.

Atlanta
Atlanta has something for all the family from
the stunning Georgia Aquarium and its gigantic
whale sharks and Beluga whales to a studio
tour at CNN or a taste of the world’s favourite
beverage at the World of Coke. The most-visited
attraction in Georgia is Stone Mountain, just 16
miles from downtown Atlanta. It is best known
for the huge bas-relief carving of Confederate
heroes Jefferson Davis, Stonewall Jackson and
Robert E. Lee – the largest such sculpture in
the world. The park also features Crossroads,
which recreates an 1870s community; a sky lift
to the mountain summit; a lake; a water park; a
side-wheeler riverboat; a railroad; hiking trails
and camping facilities.

Brunswick and the/
Golden Isles
Georgia’s coast extends 100 miles
from South Carolina to Florida
with pristine barrier islands,
quiet swamps, unspoiled beaches
and marshes thriving with wildlife.
There are dolphin tours, sea kayaking, sailing
and fishing to be found all along the coast.
Take a horse-drawn carriage ride through the
historic district on Jekyll Island or ride the
ferry from St. Mary’s to the spectacular world of
Cumberland Island, where wild horses graze and
armadillos skitter around the pristine island.
Less than one hour inland from the coast, the
Okefenokee Swamp is a national gem.  Once
part of the ocean floor, the swamp covers 650-
square miles and is home to hundreds of species
of wildlife including 10,000 alligators.

Dahlonega > Atlanta > Brunswick & the Golden Isles
Total Distance: 388 miles (624km)

Gatlinburg, Pigeon
Forge & The Smokies

The Great Smoky Mountains National Park is
actually the most visited in the USA – more than
the Grand Canyon or Yellowstone!  There is so
much for the family to do including mountain
biking, white water rafting, horseback riding,
hiking and in winter, even skiing. In nearby
Pigeon Forge, Dolly Parton’s theme park,
Dollywood, has entertainment and rides for the
whole family. Gatlinburg‘s Ripley’s Aquarium of
the Smokies was named the No. 1 aquarium in
America by TripAdvisor.  
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