


Tennessee
Nashville
See the legendary Grand
Ole Opry, the Country
Music Hall of Fame and
Museum and Studio B
where the “Nashville
Sound” was created by

Chet Atkins, Dolly Parton, the Everly Brothers,
Elvis and many others. Be sure to hear some live
music at a classic honky tonk like Tootsie’s
Orchid Lounge in the District, Nashville’s
downtown entertainment area.

Kick up your heels to the country sounds at the
Wildhorse Saloon or take a cabaret dinner cruise
aboard the General Jackson Showboat on the
Cumberland River.

Jackson
Drive from Nashville to Memphis along the Music
Highway (Interstate 40) and stop in Jackson,
home to Carl Perkins of Blue Suede Shoes fame.
In his honour Jackson hosts the annual
Rockabilly Festival in August that draws fans
from all over the world. And talking rockabilly,
Jackson now houses the International Rockabilly

Hall of Fame, the Rockabilly Mural and
Rockabilly Park – all in historic downtown and
offering a fascinating insight into Jackson’s
remarkable musical legacy. While in Jackson, be
sure to sample the Southern delicacies served at
the Old Country Store, enjoy the unique
shopping at Casey Jones Village and tour the new
Casey Jones Museum complete with theatre,
exhibits and expanded gift shop.

Memphis
Renowned as the birthplace
of rock’n’roll and home of
the blues, Memphis more
than matches its myth.
Pilgrims flock from all over
the world to find a vibrant
city that while cherishing
its past remains very much alive. Visit Graceland,
Elvis’ beloved mansion, see his two private jets
and the fantastic Automobile Museum. Don’t miss
the tour at famous Sun Studio and be sure to see
the Stax Museum of American Soul Music as well
as the Smithsonian’s Rock’n’Soul Museum and
the Gibson Guitar Factory. Then dance the night
away at any of the clubs on historic Beale Street.

Nashville > Jackson > Memphis
Total distance: 210 miles (336km)

Alabama
The Shoals 
Start your journey by
exploring the roots of
American music which
are deeply embedded in
Alabama. Visit The
Shoals, the four musical quad cities in northwest
Alabama of Florence, Tuscumbia, Sheffield and
Muscle Shoals which are located just two hours
southeast of Memphis. The Alabama Music Hall of
Fame, located in Tuscumbia, showcases the
state's musical heritage.  The annual W. C. Handy
Music Festival is enjoyed by tens of thousands at
various venues in the Muscle Shoals area the last
week of July. The many Shoals area music studios
figure prominently in the history of rock ‘n roll and
R&B through the 1960s and 1970s. FAME, located

in Muscle Shoals,
and the original
Muscle Shoals
Sound, located in
Sheffield, are
studios that proved to be fertile ground for
international superstars like Aretha Franklin,
Paul Simon and the Rolling Stones. 

Birmingham
Jazz still echoes from nightclubs in downtown
Birmingham at places such as Ona’s Music Room
where founder Ona Watson, the youngest person
to be inducted into the Alabama Jazz Hall of
Fame, can often be heard. The Jazz Hall of Fame
is also located in downtown Birmingham and
offers tours and the nearby Carver Theatre is
where jazz legends such as Duke Ellington and
Lionel Hampton once played and local jazz artists
and comedy can often be heard. A new
entertainment district called The Forge is coming
soon and Alabama American Idols Taylor Hicks
and Ruben Studdard each plan to open clubs
there. Birmingham area music festivals include
City Stages, the Preserve Jazz Festival and the
Freedom Creek Blues Festival.

Montgomery
The legendary Hank
Williams is an American
music icon and was
country music's first
superstar, selling ten
million records from
1947 to 1953.
Montgomery is the
centre of the Hank
Williams Trail in
Alabama. Hank became
a well-known performer while living in
Montgomery. It is also Montgomery were his final
resting spot is located a mile from the Hank
Williams Museum which houses Hank artefacts
including his powder-blue Cadillac he was riding
in when he died. Montgomery music festivals
include the Hank Williams Festival and Jubilee
CityFest.

The Shoals > Birmingham > Montgomery
Total distance: 183 miles (296km)

Georgia
Athens
The tag “from Athens,
Georgia” means something
on the gig circuit. This small,
friendly college town, setting
for the University of Georgia,
produced a bumper crop of
bands in the 80’s and the
thriving local scene (15 area
recording studios) has given rise
to legends such as the B-52s and
R.E.M. who are still based here.

Atlanta
Atlanta has always been a major live
music centre and musicians as varied
as Curtis Mayfield, Bobby Brown, Jimi
Hendrix, the Indigo Girls and Elton
John have called it home. And
Atlanta’s busy hip-hop and dance
scene has produced Arrested
Development,
TLC and multimillion-selling Toni
Braxton. The city’s most famous venue
is the Fox Theatre, an extravagant
‘20s Art Deco theatre, just north of
downtown, which because of its
acoustics has been used for live
recordings by the likes of Lynryrd
Skynyrd and Bruce Springsteen.

Macon
From Macon came three musical
legends - Little Richard, Otis Redding
and James Brown – and there’s still
much evidence locally of the town’s
most successful rock export, the Allman
Brothers. Delve into the roots of these
and other famous Georgia musicians such
as Ray Charles at Macon’s Georgia Music
Hall of Fame, which features memorabilia,
costumes, instruments and videos. 

Athens > Atlanta > Macon 
Total distance: 156 miles (251km)
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