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Where do you go for a generous helping of music, festivals, cuisine, culture, 
history, civil rights, family fun, golf and the great outdoors?
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and Tennessee can’t wait to meet you. Here, you’re always 
only a song away from incredible natural wonders and exciting adventures for music fans, history buffs, 
experienced travellers and families great and small in all seasons. Deep South USA is where America 
keeps its heart and soul.

DeepSouth
Where do you go for a generous helping of music, festivals, cuisine, culture, 
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Georgia inspired writer Margaret 
Mitchell to create Scarlett O’Hara 
in Gone With The Wind and is the 
birthplace of music icons like 
Otis Redding and Ray Charles. 
You’ll be relaxing in style, be it 
in bustling Atlanta, in the timeless 
Southern elegance of Savannah 
or somewhere along Georgia’s 
100-mile-long coastline, an 
unspoilt Atlantic paradise with 
islands, waterfalls, marshes, 
cliffs and secluded beaches. 

In Louisiana, you pick your passion 
and let the good times roll. The 
exotic sister state has a unique 
blend of food, music, history, 
sports and nature at their best, 
steeped in the colourful legacy  
of the French, Spanish, British, 
Caribbean and African cultures. 
Discover bayous and gators in the 
Southern wild and tour historic 
towns and stately plantation homes 
while you’re at it. Immerse yourself 
in lively places like Shreveport, 
Baton Rouge, Lake Charles, 
Lafayette and New Orleans, the 
birthplace of jazz and home to 
Mardi Gras and the stunningly 

beautiful French Quarter. It’s all 
Louisiana, all the time.

Still got the blues? Come on down 
to Mississippi for some thrilling 
live music, history, outdoor fun 
and authentic down-home cooking.  
You’ll be glad you did! Everybody’s 
a winner in America’s second 
largest casino destination, because 
there’s a lot to love between the 
lush Mississippi Delta and the 
year-round sunny Gulf Coast 
beaches. Explore the historic 
Natchez Trace Parkway or look for 
more than 150 markers along the 
Mississippi Blues Trail. Remember 
to �nd your way to the Elvis 
Presley Birthplace in Tupelo and 
Indianola’s spectacular B.B. King 
Museum & Delta Interpretive 

Center, both must-see tributes 
to Mississippi’s own royalty. 
Mississippi is where the true 
South meets the good life.

Lasting memories are bound to 
be made in Tennessee. Enjoy 
world-renowned live entertainment 
in Nashville on any night of the 
week, right around the corner 
from the Grand Ole Opry, RCA 
Studio B and the Country Music 
Hall of Fame and Museum. Fans 
and families will love Dolly Parton’s 
theme park Dollywood in the 
foothills of Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. As the home of the 
blues and birthplace of rock ‘n’ 
roll, Memphis knows its way 
around legends. Meet Otis, Isaac 
and Aretha in the Stax Museum of 
American Soul Music, visit Elvis 
at his beautiful home Graceland 
or tour the original Sun Studio. 
You’ll remember Tennessee 
forever.

So why don’t y’all take a 
load off and dig in? Before 
you know it, you’ll be 
coming back for more!

Alabama has been at the 
crossroads of American history 
since the beginning. See Civil 
War battle�elds, tour antebellum 
mansions or visit Montgomery, 
Selma and Birmingham, where 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and 
many others changed the nation 
and the world in its wake. Explore 
the �nal frontier in Huntsville’s 
U.S. Space & Rocket Center, the 
largest space attraction on the 
planet. Got rhythm? Meet the 
King of Country Music Hank 
Williams and hear the stories 
behind the music of Muscle 
Shoals’ FAME studios. Enjoy 
live music and fresh from the 
Gulf seafood in Mobile by the 
Bay and nearby Gulf Shores 
and Orange Beach.

Life’s peachy when you’ve got 
Georgia on your mind. The proud 
home of CNN, Coca-Cola and 
the 1996 Summer Olympics 
awaits with one-of-a-kind treats 
like the incredible Georgia 
Aquarium and Harts�eld-Jackson 
Atlanta International Airport, 
the world’s busiest travel hub. 



the ultimate

ROAD TRIP

Deep South USA has an extensive 

system of roads and highways which 

are well numbered and clearly 

marked with directional signs. 

All �ve states of Deep South USA 

operate welcome centres on 

interstate and major state highways. 

The centres are fully staffed and 

some are open 24 hours a day with

plenty of information on all attractions 

and local points of interest.

Deep South USA has a generally 

mild climate year-round, yet enjoys 

the beauty of four distinct seasons. 

Spring and autumn are seasons 

of pleasantly warm days and 

cool nights. Summer daytime 

temperatures are generally in the

80–90°F (27–32°C) range, although 
they can occasionally reach 100°F 
(38°C) on very hot days. Winter 
daytime temperatures are generally 
in the 30–40°F (1 to 4°C) range, 
very occasionally dropping to 
near zero or below. 

Deep South USA is divided by 
two time zones. Georgia and east 
Tennessee are within the Eastern 

Time Zone (GMT minus 5 hours) 
while middle and west Tennessee, 
Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana 
are within the Central Time Zone 
(GMT minus 6 hours). 

To enter the US you need a valid 
passport and must complete the 
Electronic System for Travel 
Authorisation (ESTA). For more 
details visit our website.

If you want to visit and experience all five states 
of Deep South USA the route highlighted on the 
map is an example of the Ultimate Deep South 
USA Road Trip. 
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When it comes to American music, all roads lead to Deep South USA.
There’s live music year-round, performed in authentic and intimate settings. So if you love the blues, 
tap your toes to country or groove to rock ‘n’ roll, then you’ll �nd your sound in Deep South USA.

Music

ALABAMA
From beach side music to 
jam-packed juke joints, Alabama 
has it all. Visit Florence, home of 
W. C. Handy, The Father of the Blues. 
In nearby Muscle Shoals tour 
FAME recording studios where 
superstars made this southern 
town the “Hit Recording Capital 
of the World.” In Birmingham you 
can dance to live music downtown 
or go to a neighbourhood juke 
joint. The Hank Williams museum 
in Montgomery honours the 
country superstar. Alabama’s 
coast features downtown concerts 
in Mobile while Gulf Shores has 
beach bars and music festivals 
next to the ocean.  

GEORGIA
Atlanta has always been a major 
live music centre with artists such 
as Jimmy Hendrix and Elton John 
having called it home. It now also 
has a thriving hip-hop and dance 
scene. Further a�eld, Athens gave 
rise to legends such at the B-52’s 
and REM while Macon also boasts 

DEEP-SOUTH-USA.COM/MUSIC



MUSICMUSIC

  7

MISSISSIPPI
It’s known as the birthplace of the 
blues, but Mississippi sings other 
songs as well, from bluegrass and 
country to rock ’n’ roll. Fans of the 
music of Elvis Presley won’t want 
to miss Tupelo, one of the many 
sites on the Mississippi Country 
Music Trail, visit the two-room 
house in which the boy who would 
become the King of rock ’n’ roll 
was born. Clarksdale’s rich blues 
heritage is world-famous, and 
its numerous markers on the 
Mississippi Blues Trail are 
reminders of the blues greats 
that honed their sound here.
 
TENNESSEE
Some places you listen to music, 
in Tennessee you live it! Follow 
neon-lit clubs down Beale Street, 
Memphis, where its soul is true 
blues. Dance to your favourite 
video clip at Stax Museum of 
American Soul Music. In Nashville 
see stars at the Grand Ole Opry 
House and visit the Ryman 
Auditorium where they tip their 

hats to country, bluegrass 
and gospel. 

Even Tennessee’s 
smaller musical 
landmarks make global 
connections in places such 
as Knoxville’s Visitor’s Center, 
home to the daily radio music show 
known as The Blue Plate Special, 
and Bluegrass Underground at 
Cumberland Caverns. Another 
music attraction is the new Tina 
Turner Museum in Brownsville, 
located between Memphis and 
Jackson.

being home to legends such  
as Little Richard, Otis Redding 
and James Brown. Both cities  
still keep this strong music 
tradition alive with a vibrant 
music bar and club scene. In 
contrast the renowned Savannah 
Music Festival offers the very 
best in world music.   

LOUISIANA
Louisiana’s history is imbued 
with music that came here – or 
arose here – as a wide range  
of cultural in�uences took root. 
But music doesn’t exist only in 
Louisiana’s past. It’s alive, vibrant 
and echoing through the streets 
of all of our cities. Music is alive 
in homes throughout the state 
where people play the tunes and 
instruments of their ancestors. It 
throbs in clubs and dancehalls 
from New Orleans to Lake Charles. 
It resounds from festival stages 
from Shreveport to Lafayette to 
Thibodaux. If you don’t hear 
Louisiana’s music live, you 
haven’t heard Louisiana’s music.
 

ALABAMA

★  Flora-Bama Lounge 
– Gulf Coast

★  FAME Sudios 
– Muscle Shoals

GEORGIA

★   Savannah Music Festival 
– Savannah

★    Fox Theater – Atlanta 

LOUISIANA

★   Red River Revel Arts 
Festival – Shreveport

★   Bourbon Street  
– New Orleans

MISSISSIPPI

★   Elvis Presley Birthplace 
– Tupelo

★   B.B. King Museum &  
Delta Interpretive Center 
– Indianola

TENNESSEE

★   Graceland – Memphis
★    RCA Studio B – Nashville 

ROAD TRIP
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GEORGIA
Wherever you are and at whatever 
time of the year there is always 
something to celebrate in Georgia! 
The annual wine festival in North 
Georgia’s Mountains is a �ne 
example of the state’s strong 
agricultural heritage showcasing 
local grown cuisine and over 60 
locally produced wines. Music 
celebrations abound, from the 
world-renowned Savannah Music 
Festival in Spring to the vibrant 
locally �avoured ‘Athfest’ in Athens 
in early Summer. Come ‘Bless the 
Fleet’ in Darien where for over 40 
years a wide array of fun �lled 
activity sends the towns shrimp 
�shing �eet on their way.

LOUISIANA
Louisianans love an excuse to 
welcome family, friends, and 
visitors to enjoy great music, 
excellent food, and compare 
local beverages. Over 400 
festivals help Louisianans do 
just that! Festivals, with world-

Deep South USA is best known for its richly diverse music scene …
… but there are literally hundreds of festivals embracing cuisine, literature, �lm, comedy, sports  
and just about anything worth celebrating.

Festivals

DEEP-SOUTH-USA.COM/FESTIVALS



renowned artists headlining, are 
an inexpensive way for visitors 
to immerse themselves in the 
local culture. Some favorites are: 
Festival International in Lafayette, 
Contraband Days in Lake Charles, 
Festival of Lights in Natchitoches, 
and New Orleans’ Jazz & 
Heritage Festival and French 
Quarter Festival.

MISSISSIPPI
Blues, country, rock ‘n roll. It all 
started right here. And on any 
given night, it’s still going strong. 
From the Coast to the Delta to 
the northern hills, singers and 
musicians make juke joints, clubs 
and concert halls rock. Fans 
come from around the world to 
sit down front and see the real 
thing – live and a-live – as we 
say. But there’s more than music 
to Mississippi. There’s every 
conceivable kind of celebration 
from the De Soto County Fair 
and Rodeo to Cruisin’ the Coast, 
which features hundreds of 
classic American cars and 
roadsters. 

TENNESSEE
In Tennessee, throughout mountains 
and valleys, big cities and small 
towns, performance halls and 
honky tonks, the state features 
year-round fun. Make plans to catch 
some of Tennessee’s statewide 
celebrations including Elvis Week 
and Memphis in May International 
Festival plus in Nashville the CMA 
Music Festival and Americana 
Music Festival that attract tens of 
thousands of music lovers in June 
and September respectively. Make 
the pilgrimage to one of the long 
running festivals with Bonnaroo 
in Manchester or the Riverbend 
festival in Chattanooga, both multi-  
day, multi-stage music events.

ALABAMA
Cuisine and music are always a 
cause for celebration in Alabama. 
Come to where America’s �rst 
Mardi Gras took place and 
celebrate alongside live marching 
bands in Mobile. Put your toes in 
the sand while enjoying top acts 
at the Hang Out Music Festival on 
Gulf Shores beach. The sounds 
of the South come alive at our 
music festivals honouring greats 
such as the Hank Williams Festival 
in Georgiana, near Montgomery 
and the W.C. Handy Music 
Festival in Muscle Shoals, plus 
many more. We have over 375 
annual food events so bring a 
hearty appetite.
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ROAD TRIP GEORGIA

★  Cherry Blossom 
Festival – Macon

★  Onion Festival 
– Vidalia

LOUISIANA

★   Satchmo Summerfest 
– New Orleans

★ Festival International  
 – Lafayette

MISSISSIPPI

★  Sunflower River Blues  
& Gospel Festival  
– Clarksdale

★  Cruisin’ the Coast  
– Gulf Coast

TENNESSEE

★    Bonnaroo Music Festival 
– Manchester

★  Riverbend Festival  
 – Chattanooga

ALABAMA

★ Mardi Gras – Mobile 
★  W. C. Handy Festival 

– Florence/Muscle Shoals
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LOUISIANA
When you talk about cuisine, 
Louisianans really come into their 
own. Their passion for great food 
is an intrinsic part of their heritage 
passed down through generations, 
always with opinions on the 
ingredients, where to eat, and 
how to cook. Louisianans use 
the very best local ingredients, 
lovingly prepared from shared 
family recipes. New Orleans 
even invented the cocktail, so 
make sure you sample a few  
on your journey!

MISSISSIPPI
From the Hill Country to the Coast, 
restaurants make travel in 
Mississippi a culinary adventure. 
Cat�sh and tamales rule in the 
Delta, as places such as Airport 
Grocery in Cleveland and The 
Donut Shop (yes, it serves tamales) 
in Natchez. Seafood and barbecue 
take the spotlight on the Coast, as 
exempli�ed by the Blow Fly Inn in 
Gulfport and The Shed Barbeque 

Deep South USA is a gourmet’s delight and restaurants come in all 
shapes, styles and sizes.
There are �ve star establishments offering �ne dining and beachfront shacks cooking the freshest 
seafood. Be sure to sample sumptuous Southern specialities such as fried green tomatoes, mint  
juleps, peach cobbler, gumbo, soul food, jambalaya, fried chicken, barbecue ribs, iced tea, grits,  
cat�sh and soft shell crabs. You’ll be spoilt for choice!

Cuisine

DEEP-SOUTH-USA.COM/CUISINE
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in Gulfport and Ocean Springs. 
Traditional favourites include 
the Crystal Grill and Lusco’s in 
Greenwood, and The Little Dooey 
for barbecue in Starkville. For 
a quick stop try Brent’s Soda 
Fountain in Jackson featured in 
the movie The Help.
 
TENNESSEE
The essential made-in-Tennessee 
product, besides music, is food. 
Naturally, you’ll crave something 
soulful. At Puckett’s Grocery in 
Franklin and Nashville they’re 
serving the same mouth-watering 
barbecue that launched the 
family business back in the 1950s. 
Also in Franklin is Gray’s on 
Main which skews sophisticated 
– go for a grilled pimento BLT 
and pecan-crusted okra inside 
the handsomely repurposed 
pharmacy. For stripped-down 
soul Mason is the capital with 
two West Tennessee originals: 
Bozo’s Hot Pit Bar-B-Q and Gus’s 
World Famous Fried Chicken. 

ALABAMA
From sophisticated seafood to 
decadent desserts, Alabama’s 
signature dishes have loyal fans 
the world over. Stone-ground 
baked grits at Highlands Bar  
& Grill in Birmingham, oysters 
at Wintzell’s on the Gulf Coast 
and mouth-watering ribs from 
Dreamland are just a few of our 
‘Sweet Home’ specialities. 
Alabama is also the home of 
Barbecue with more eateries 
than any other U.S. state! See our 
brochure entitled ‘100 Dishes To 
Eat In Alabama Before You Die’.

GEORGIA
With a strong and vibrant 
agricultural heritage and 
geography that ranges from 
mountains in the north to coastal 
plains in the south, it is not 
surprising that Georgia boasts 
a fantastic range and wealth of 
cuisine. From some of the country’s 
�nest dining in Atlanta to the ‘must 
have’ fried-green tomatoes at the 
Whistle Stop Café in Juliette the 
state offers something for everyone. 
The state is also renowned for 
local favourites such as its 
barbecued pork, shrimp & grits, 
peach cobbler and of course 
Brunswick Stew.
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CUISINECUISINECUISINE

ROAD TRIP LOUISIANA

★  Shrimp Etouffee 
and Oysters 
Rockefeller

★    Bananas Foster 

MISSISSIPPI

★ Hot Tamales at Doe’s  
 – Greenville
★ The Shed Barbeque  
 – Ocean Springs

TENNESSEE

★     Gus’ World Famous Fried 
Chicken – Memphis

★     Puckett’s Grocery & 
Restaurant – Franklin

ALABAMA

★ The Hot & Hot Fish Club  
 – Birmingham
★  Live music and a  

‘Cheeseburger in Paradise’ 
at Lu-Lu’s Homeport Marina 
– Gulf Coast

GEORGIA

★  Bacchanalia – Atlanta
★  The Olde Pink House 

– Savannah
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MISSISSIPPI
Mississippi is known for its 
celebration of Southern literature. 
Authors like John Grisham and 
Willie Morris were inspired by 
Mississippi’s unique people and 
places, but it’s most celebrated 
resident is Nobel Prize-winner 
William Faulkner whose home in 
Oxford, Rowan Oak, is open to the 
public. In recent years, Hollywood 
has discovered a wealth of scenic 
and cultural resources in Mississippi 
that shine on the silver screen in 
movies such as O Brother, Where 
Art Thou, A Time to Kill and the 
Oscar-winning The Help �lmed on 
location in Jackson and Greenwood.

 
TENNESSEE
In East Tennessee, settlers worked 
hard and created ballads from the 
heart. Today, visitors are welcome 
to tour restored homesteads and 
listen for the echoes of �ddles and 
dulcimers ringing through the 
valleys. Rolling green hills, beautiful 
horse farms, world-renowned 
distillieries like George Dickel

Deep South USA has a distinctly American culture that, it is often said, 
is more a state of mind than a place.
One of the best reasons to visit Deep South USA is to experience this distinctive culture which is 
so intimately linked with the history, the land and the Southern experience.

Culture
DEEP-SOUTH-USA.COM/CULTURE



or Jack Daniels and a mecca  
for music make up the region  
of middle Tennessee where 
Nashville is the capital city. In 
West Tennessee, Davy Crockett 
lost a Congressional election and 
left for the Alamo and W.C. Handy 
forever changed the sound of 
Beale Street and the blues. 

ALABAMA
A land of history, culture and 
scenery, Alabama’s antebellum 
mansions, Civil War and civil 
rights con�icts exist alongside 
oak trees draped in Spanish moss, 
sun-drenched beaches and the 
music of America. Around the 
world people have heard the hit 
song Sweet Home Alabama. The 
state’s music heritage includes 
legendary artists and Mardi Gras 
bands. We sing gospel in our 
churches and dance to blues, 
country and jazz in our bars. We 
dish up meals of mouth-watering 
barbecue and fresh-from-the-gulf 
seafood from our own �shing 
village, Bayou La Batré.  

GEORGIA
From its mountain heritage in the 
North to the Geechee communities 
along its coast you will �nd a rich 
and diverse cultural experience 
wherever you travel in Georgia. 
Visit an amazing range of the 
country’s �nest museums in Atlanta, 
wonderful squares and Victorian 
architecture in Savannah and great 
music clubs and bars in Macon and 
Athens. Atlanta also boasts truly 
world class dining and you will �nd 
some of the best Southern cuisine 
all along Georgia’s Antebellum 
Trail and down into Savannah.

LOUISIANA
Louisiana life provides a mélange 
of cultures which arrived and 
mixed through New Orleans, 
America’s largest port, thus 
creating a unique mosaic of 
experiences throughout the state. 
Passion is Louisiana’s middle name 
and no other state celebrates sights, 
sounds and tastes quite the same. 
Their culture encourages creativity 
in arts, architecture, music, food 
and dance experienced throughout 
the state. This blending of cultures 
created a �avourful gumbo of 
colourful history, eclectic heritage 
and a source of exquisite cuisine.
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CULTURECULTURECULTURE

ROAD TRIP MISSISSIPPI

★ Old Town Square  
      – Canton 
★ Spring & Fall  

       Pilgrimages  
           – Natchez

TENNESSEE

★      Museum of Appalachia 
– Norris

★      Sequoyah Birthplace 
Museum – Vonore

ALABAMA

★ A Sunday gospel service at  
 16th Street Baptist Church  
 – Birmingham
★      The annual performances  

of ‘To Kill A Mockingbird’ 
– Monroeville

GEORGIA

★  Georgia’s Antebellum Trail 
– Athens through to Macon

★  Geechee community 
– Sapelo Island

LOUISIANA

★   Poverty Point, World Heritage 
Site – Northeast Louisiana

★  Plantation Country  
– New Orleans 
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History
Heritage

TENNESSEE
Close your eyes and you can 
almost hear the voices of Native 
Americans and frontier families, 
soldiers and presidents, icons of 
ideals and industry. Evoke them 
today at sites from the Trail of 
Tears to bullet-pocked plantations 
along the Tennessee Civil War 
Trail. The story of Tennessee’s 
past is a myriad of perspectives. 
Those accounts are preserved 
in museums across the state, 
including the Sequoyah 
Birthplace Museum in Vonore 
which details Cherokee heritage. 
The American Museum of 
Science & Energy in Oak Ridge 
chronicles America’s transition 
into the Atomic Age with the 
Manhattan Project of World War II. 
See the homes of Davy Crockett 
and Daniel Boone as well as 
former U.S. presidents Andrew 
Jackson, James K. Polk and 
Andrew Johnson right in 
Tennessee.

As William Faulkner explained, “The 
past is never dead. It’s not even past.”
From the early Choctaw and Cherokee con�icts with 
the European settlers to the de�ning Civil War and 
civil rights struggles, the history of Deep South USA 
is complex and compelling.

History
Heritageand  

DEEP-SOUTH-USA.COM/HISTORYANDHERITAGE
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ALABAMA
You can walk where history was 
made in Alabama. Stand on the 
steps of the Alabama State 
Capitol in Montgomery where 
Jefferson Davis became President 
of the Confederate States of 
America. See the 16th Street 
Baptist Church in Birmingham 
where the civil rights bombing 
took place or walk across the 
bridge in Selma where Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. lead marchers  
to civil rights history. Tour the 
world’s largest space museum in 
Huntsville to learn about sending 
man to the moon or visit historic 
Mobile, claimed by the French, 
Spanish and British.

GEORGIA
In 1733, the City of Savannah 
and along with it the State of 
Georgia was established under 
British Royal charter by General 
James Oglethorpe in the name of 
King George II. In the decades 
and centuries that followed, 
through the American Revolution 
and Civil War, Georgia has played 
a central role in shaping the region 

and making it the cosmopolitan 
‘Gateway to the South’ it is today. 
Fiercely proud of its history and 
heritage Georgia maintains a 
wealth of historic sites to visit 
and explore wherever you go 
in the Peach state.

LOUISIANA
Louisiana has always considered 
itself exotic, unique, and exciting 
– and a little bit different from the 
rest of the USA. Why? It was a 
French-owned territory covering 
nearly one-third of the USA until 
the Napoleon sold it to the USA 
in 1803. Prior to the Civil War, the 
Mississippi River was home to 
80% of America’s millionaires, 
and Louisiana has its fair share 
of mansion and plantation homes 
from this bygone era of elegant 
and extravagant living.

MISSISSIPPI
De Soto was the �rst European to 
encounter the Mississippi River, 
in the Delta region, in 1540 and 
France established a fort at Natchez 
in 1716. The Mississippi Territory 
was carved out of Choctaw and 
Chickasaw land in 1798 and in 
1817 Mississippi became the 
20th US state. Mississippi was 
the second state to join the 
Confederacy and during the 
Civil War saw many battles and 
the siege of Vicksburg. Over the 
next century, Mississippi endured 
the industrial revolution, two world 
wars, the Depression and the 
struggle for civil rights, to emerge 
in the 21st century as respectful 
of its past but not trapped by it. 
Driving through Mississippi is a 
history lesson in itself.
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HISTORY & 
HERITAGE
HISTORY & 
HERITAGE

ROAD TRIP TENNESSEE

★  Blount Mansion 
– Knoxville

★  Birthplace of 
Country Music 
Museum – Bristol

ALABAMA

★ Historic House Museums   
 – Mobile
★  Rosa Parks Museum 

– Montgomery

GEORGIA

★ Ocmulgee National  
 Museum – Macon 
★   Atlanta History Center 

– Atlanta

LOUISIANA

★   Creole Nature Trail 
All-American Road –  
Lake Charles

★ Natchitoches, beautifully  
 preserved 1700’s town

MISSISSIPPI

★  National Military Park 
– Vicksburg  

★  Civil War Interpretive 
Center – Corinth
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Civil Rights
In the years leading to the passage of the Voting Rights Act in 1965, the US experienced 
more social change in the name of civil rights than in any other period of American history.
Many of these pivotal events occurred in Deep South USA and are memorialised in museums and attractions across the region.

DEEP-SOUTH-USA.COM/CIVILRIGHTS
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ALABAMA
Visit Montgomery where Rosa 
Parks made her famous stand 
and a young Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was immersed in the 
epic struggle for civil rights  
in 1955. Follow this fascinating 
history to the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge in Selma and Kelly 
Ingram Park in Birmingham 
where freedom marches and 
rallies that shaped a nation 
took place.

GEORGIA
Georgia has a deep and central 
role in the civil rights movement 
in the 1950’s and 60’s stretching 
back to slavery. Visit the newly 
opened National Center for Civil 
and Human Rights in Atlanta. This 
amazing state-of-the-art facility 
outlines the history of the struggles 
for equality and human rights in 
both the US and around the globe.

LOUISIANA
Via the books and movies of the 
South, such as 12 Years A Slave 
and Django Unchained, historical 
stories of trial, tribulation and 
triumph emerged from the roots of 
slavery. The collision and merging 
of African-American history with 
Louisiana’s Creole, Caribbean, and 
European heritages from the 1700’s 
through the civil rights struggles 
of the 1950’s and 1960’s produced 
a fascinating story and helped 
lead to the civil rights movement.

MISSISSIPPI
The Mississippi Freedom Trail 
commemorates the state’s civil 
rights heritage and offers a tour 
of sites associated with the people 
and the places that played key 
roles in the civil rights movement. 
For example, visit the Jackson 
home of slain civil rights leader, 
Medgar Evers, and feel inspired 
by one man’s courage. 

TENNESSEE
Civil rights history was made in 
Tennessee. The National Civil 
Rights Museum in Memphis has 

recently emerged from 
a major renovation with 
a number of new 
immersive, interactive 
exhibits, including more 
than 40 new �lms and 
audio stations, along with 
enhancements to existing 
exhibits. A moving testament to 
the struggle for equality and 
human rights the museum is 
built on the site of the Lorraine 
Motel, where Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was assassinated.

audio stations, along with 
enhancements to existing 
exhibits. A moving testament to 
the struggle for equality and 
human rights the museum is 
built on the site of the Lorraine 
Motel, where Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was assassinated.

CIVIL 
RIGHTS
CIVIL

RIGHTS

ROAD TRIP ALABAMA

★ Civil Rights                
     Institute  
      – Birmingham

★  Edmund Pettus 
Bridge – Selma

GEORGIA

★   Dr. Martin Luther King  
Jr. National Historic Site 
– Atlanta

★ National Center for Human  
 and Civil Rights – Atlanta 

LOUISIANA

★  Louisiana State Museum 
– Baton Rouge

★  The Old Galilee Church 
– Shreveport

MISSISSIPPI

★    Medgar Evers Home – Jackson
★  Bryant’s Grocery Marker 

– Money

TENNESSEE

★   The National Civil Rights 
Museum – Memphis

★	 Alex Haley Museum 
– Henning
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FamilyFamily
Fun Don’t let Deep South USA’s legendary reputation for nightlife 

overshadow the region’s scores of remarkable family activities.
From the educational attractions that give a vivid glimpse of important American history 
to acclaimed zoos to the long list of places that are just plain fun, Deep South USA is a 
memorable treat for tourists of all ages.

DEEP-SOUTH-USA.COM/FAMILYFUN
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GEORGIA
There’s a wealth of family activity 
to be had in the North Georgia 
mountains – panning for gold in 
Dahlonega – whilst Atlanta offers 
fun at the World of Coca-Cola 
and the Georgia Aquarium. 
Further a�eld take in in the thrills 
of ‘Urban white-water rafting’ in 
Columbus with sea kayaking, 
beach eco tours and the Sea 
Turtle Rescue Center to enjoy 
along Georgia’s beautiful coast. 

 
LOUISIANA
Where you �nd a gathering of 
Louisianans, you will �nd family 
life – and this extends to the 
facilities Louisiana has for 
multi-generational families to 
enjoy together. In New Orleans, 
you can enjoy the Audubon 
Aquarium, Zoo, and Insectarium. 
Families can walk with alligators 
on the Creole Nature Trail, have 
fun at Sci-Port Discovery Center 
in Shreveport, stay in haunted 
plantations, and be entertained 
and dazzled by talented street 
performers.

MISSISSIPPI
Bring the whole family to experience 
Mississippi’s interactive museums, 
nature tours and action-packed 
water parks and spend time at 
the new Mississippi Children’s 
Museum in Jackson. To see 
creatures in the wild, take a kayak 
tour along the lower Pascagoula 
River near Gautier, or board the 
shrimp boat in Biloxi and see 
shrimp, crabs and squid pulled 
from the Gulf of Mexico.

TENNESSEE
There’s a lot to see as a family in 
Tennessee, like the blur of cars at 
Bristol Motor Speedway or the 
dig-in-process at Gray Fossil Site. 

You can soar 21 stories on Wild 
Eagle or ride the FireChaser 
Express at Dollywood in Pigeon 
Forge, or challenge each other 
to the treetop obstacle course  
at Ruby Falls in Chattanooga. 

ALABAMA
Families love our 32 miles of 
beaches in the resort towns on 
Alabama’s Gulf Coast. Enjoy 
waterfalls in the mountain town 
of Fort Payne or white water on 
the Chattahoochee River. A fun 
learning experience is guaranteed 
at the U.S. Space & Rocket 
Center, Huntsville.

You can soar 21 stories on Wild 
Eagle or ride the FireChaser 
Express at Dollywood in Pigeon 
Forge, or challenge each other 
to the treetop obstacle course 
at Ruby Falls in Chattanooga.

Families love our 32 miles of 
beaches in the resort towns on 
Alabama’s Gulf Coast. Enjoy 
waterfalls in the mountain town 
of Fort Payne or white water on 
the Chattahoochee River. A fun 
learning experience is guaranteed 
at the U.S. Space & Rocket 

FAMILY 
FUN

FAMILY
FUN

ROAD TRIP GEORGIA

★   Urban white-water 
rafting – Columbus

★   Paddleboarding 
– St. Simons Island

LOUISIANA

★ Audubon Zoo – New Orleans
★  The Creole Nature Trail, 

Southwest Louisiana  
– Lake Charles

MISSISSIPPI

★  Birthplace of Kermit the 
Frog – Leland

★  Dolphin watching  
– Gulf Coast

TENNESSEE

★   Dollywood Theme Park and 
Splash Zone – Pigeon Forge

★      Casey Jones Village and Old 
Country Store – Jackson

ALABAMA

★ U.S. Space and Rocket Center  
 – Huntsville 
★ Waterfalls and outdoor fun  
  at De Soto State Park 

– Little River Canyon
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Golf
There are literally hundreds and hundreds of golf courses in the 
Deep South testing the skill of every level of golfer.
Deep South USA can provide the exact gol�ng holiday for all preferences and all budgets.

LOUISIANA
Across the beautiful state of 
Louisiana, you �nd more than 
great food, �shing, and music. 
You will also �nd exceptional golf 
in stunning settings, ranked in 
“Best US Courses.” The Audubon 
Golf Trail provides that no matter 
which direction you’re traveling 
in Louisiana, a world-class green 
isn’t far away. Of the 12 courses, 
�ve are located in the northern 
part of the state, and the rest 
through Cajun Country down to 
New Orleans.

MISSISSIPPI
If you like our blues, you’ll love 
our greens! Mississippi strikes 
an intriguing balance for today’s 
golfer – affordable and easily 
accessible �rst class golf courses 
that are both technically challenging 
and fun to play. The PGA Tour and 
the Champions Tour have made
Mississippi a regular stop in their 
schedules, and even competitive 
amateur golfers come to challenge 

DEEP-SOUTH-USA.COM/GOLF
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one another in the annual 
International Golf and Blues 
Experience. Mississippi’s 
temperate climate offers near 
perfect golf weather year round 
for every level of enthusiast. 

 
TENNESSEE
Tennessee’s 150 Championship 
courses offer golfers of all levels 
scenic layouts, well-maintained 
greens and high USGA course 
ratings. Topping the list are the 
three award-winning layouts 
that comprise The Bear Trace, 
designed by “The Golden Bear” 
himself, Jack Nicklaus. Every 
course is located in a state park. 
In Millington, just 15 minutes 
north of downtown Memphis, 
Mirimichi golf course welcomes 
golfers and nature enthusiasts 
alike. The environmentally-friendly 
course features deep-pit bunkers, 
elevated greens, seven pristine 
lakes and several waterfalls and 
creeks, providing more than 7,400 
yards of championship-level golf. 

ALABAMA
Alabama’s Robert Trent Jones 
(RTJ) Golf Trail is an outstanding 
collection of 468 holes of 
championship golf on 11 sites. 
Stretching 400 miles from the 
mountain foothills in the north to 
the shores of the Gulf Coast in the 
south, the trail offers enormous 
variety in style and scenery but 
the quality and value for money 
is constant. The average green 
fee is around $70. RTJ’s Grand 
National course in Opelika is only 
a 90-minute drive from Atlanta 
airport. Many courses include 
luxury hotels, making stay-and-
play easy and affordable. More 
than 500,000 golfers play the 
RTJ Golf Trail each year. 

 
GEORGIA
Home to one of the world’s most 
prestigious golf tournaments, 
The Masters, the Peach State offers 
world class champion-designed 
golf courses. The ‘Georgia Golf 
Trail’ offers 18 specially selected 
courses offering challenging golf 
across the state from the mountains 
to the coast. Dramatic elevational 

changes de�ne the 
courses in the North 
Georgia Mountains 
region. World-class 
resorts feature in the 
Atlanta Metro region. 
Towering pines and 
winding waterways are offered 
in the Southern Rivers region of 
west Georgia. Scottish links-style 
courses abound in the historic 
south region of east and central 
Georgia. Gorgeous seaside 
layouts provide the challenge 
on the coast of Georgia. Also 
featured are Georgia’s eight 
state park golf courses. 

 

winding waterways are offered 
in the Southern Rivers region of 
west Georgia. Scottish links-style 
courses abound in the historic 
south region of east and central 
Georgia. Gorgeous seaside 
layouts provide the challenge 
on the coast of Georgia. Also 
featured are Georgia’s eight 

GOLFGOLF

ROAD TRIP LOUISIANA

★       Olde Oaks Golf 
Club – Shreveport

★    Gray Plantation,     
on the Calcasieu 
River – Lake Charles

MISSISSIPPI

★ Dancing Rabbit – Philadelphia
★  Timberton Golf Course –  

Hattiesburg

TENNESSEE

★    Gaylord Springs Golf Links 
– Nashville

★  Bear Trace at Harrison Bay 
– Chattanooga

ALABAMA

★ Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail
★ Kiva Dunes, Beach and Golf  
 Resort – Gulf Shores

GEORGIA

★   Ritz Carlton Lodge 
– Reynolds Plantation

★		The Westin Savannah Harbor 
Golf Resort & Spa – Savannah



AlabamaAlabama
Beauty, history, culture and adventure. They all come together 
in Alabama, a state rich in everything from world-class golf to 
white-sand beaches.
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Alabama
Unique attractions entertain 
visitors of all ages. The U.S. Space 
and Rocket Center in Huntsville 
is both the world’s largest space 
museum and the location of U.S. 
Space Camp. 

The Barber Vintage Motorsports 
Museum in Birmingham is home to 
the largest collection of motorcycles 
in the world. Outdoor recreation 
for all ages can be found in our 
beautiful state parks.

Birmingham offers �ne dining, 
outlet shopping, civil rights history 
and one of the last southern juke 
joints. Impressive museums and 
historical sites include the 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute 
and 16th Street Baptist Church, 
nominated as a world heritage 
site for its civil rights activities.  

Montgomery is the city where Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. preached, 
Rosa Parks was arrested, Jefferson 
Davis became President of the 
Confederacy, Hank Williams sang 

and F. Scott Fitzgerald met Zelda. 
It’s also home to the Alley 
Entertainment District, Riverboat 
Cruises and an underground 
jazz club. 

Mobile is a historic city, known 
as the �rst capital of the French 
Louisiana Territory and home of 
the �rst American Mardi Gras. 
Each year the streets of downtown 
Mobile are �lled with live marching 
bands, brilliant-coloured �oats 
and teeming parade goers. 

Nearby, the coastal towns of 
Gulf Shores and Orange Beach 
invite you to take a �shing trip, 
go dolphin watching, enjoy live 
music or just enjoy the 32 miles 
of white sand beaches. 

Your trip to the Deep South would 
not be complete without a visit 
to Alabama.

Alabama is a place where each 
meal is a celebration, each town 
has a story and each stop is 
unique. We invite you to savour 
slow cooked southern delights 
and �ne dining in one of the 
best U.S. food destinations.

As well as a thriving local music 
scene, Alabama has a dynamic 
musical history. Music legends 
like Nat King Cole and W.C. Handy 
were born here. Artists including 
Aretha Franklin and The Rolling 
Stones came to Alabama to 
record in the 1960’s and 1970’s. 
Visit FAME studios in Muscle 
Shoals recently highlighted by 
the movie Muscle Shoals. 

    23

Savour   
  Southern    
   Delights



Alabama
NEW ORLEANS – GULF SHORES –  
MOBILE – MONTGOMERY –  
BIRMINGHAM – HUNTSVILLE –  
MUSCLE SHOALS – CORINTH –  
MEMPHIS
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Alabama
ROAD TRIP
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DAY 1 & 2 
NEW ORLEANS

Start your adventure in New Orleans. 
Explore Bourbon Street nightlife, 
Mardi Gras World, a swamp tour 
and the World War II Museum.

DAY 3 & 4  205 miles 
NEW ORLEANS TO  
GULF SHORES

Relax and enjoy the coastal towns 
of Gulf Shores and Orange Beach 
with their 32 miles of soft white sand 
and sparkling emerald waters. Cast 
your line for deep sea adventure on 
a charter �shing trip, take a dolphin 
watching cruise or visit one of the 
classic beach bars like The Hangout 
or Flora-Bama.

DAY 5 & 6  60 miles 
GULF SHORES TO MOBILE

Founded in 1702 as the original 
capital of the Louisiana Territory and 
nestled along the beautiful Gulf of 
Mexico, few American cities boast 
a history as rich as Mobile’s. Explore 
the mighty battleship, USS Alabama, 
that won nine battle stars during 
World War II, and see more than 25 
other pieces of military craft. Make 
time for the 65-acre Bellingrath 
Gardens with its 15-room museum 
home and bayou boardwalk and 

take a river cruise on the Southern 
Belle. Interact with hundreds of 
hands-on science exhibits and take 
in larger-than-life IMAX �lms at the 
Gulf Coast Exploreum.

DAY 7 & 8  188 miles 
MOBILE TO MONTGOMERY

On your way to Montgomery you can 
stop by Monroeville, home of Harper 
Lee and To Kill a Mockingbird. 
Located on the Alabama River, 
Montgomery is the birthplace of 
both the Civil War and the civil 
rights movement. Walk this authentic 
southern city and visit the Alabama 
State Capitol and the Dexter Avenue 
King Memorial Baptist Church where 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. preached. 
The Hank Williams Museum and 
the Rosa Parks Museum are also 
downtown as well as the Alley 
Entertainment District.

DAY 9 & 10  90 miles 
MONTGOMERY TO  
BIRMINGHAM

Birmingham, Alabama’s largest city, 
boasts Jazz and dance clubs, theatre 
and �ne dining. Visit the Civil Rights 
Institute, Kelly Ingram Park and 16th 
Street Baptist Church to learn about 
the city’s civil rights struggles. 
Birmingham is also home of 
America’s largest collection of 

motorcycles on display at Barber 
Vintage Motorcycle Museum.

DAY 11  102 miles 
BIRMINGHAM TO  
HUNTSVILLE

Huntsville is home of the U.S. Space 
and Rocket Center, the world’s 
largest space attraction and America’s 
largest seasonal butter�y house at 
the botanical gardens. Located at the 
base of some of the most beautiful 
mountains in North Alabama, 
Huntsville offers visitors outdoor 
activities, such as hiking, biking, 
horseback riding and �shing along 
the Tennessee River.

DAY 12  69 miles 
HUNTSVILLE TO  
MUSCLE SHOALS

The small Alabama northwest 
adjacent towns of Florence, Tuscumbia, 
Shef�eld and Muscle Shoals, is the 
southernmost leg of a music triangle 
that includes Memphis and Nashville. 

The “Father of the Blues,” W.C. Handy, 
was born in Florence where the annual 
Handy Music Festival is held each 
summer. Tour FAME recording studio 
in Muscle Shoals where international 
superstars like Aretha Franklin, Lynyrd 
Skynyrd, Percy Sledge and the 
Rolling Stones recorded great hits.

DAY 13  80 miles 
MUSCLE SHOALS TO 
CORINTH

Head west to Tupelo and visit Elvis’ 
birthplace before continuing to 
Corinth where cultural heritage sites 
abound. It is home to four museums, 
a National Park Service Civil War 
Interpretive Center, pristine Civil War 
earthworks, historic neighbourhoods 
and much more.

DAY 14  151 miles 
CORINTH TO MEMPHIS

Return to Memphis for your �ight 
home.
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Kentucky
It could be argued that Daniel Boone was
the first to appreciate the tourism potential
of the Bluegrass State.
When he crossed Cumberland Gap from Virginia into Kentucky
in 1767, he was impressed by what he saw – towering peaks of
the Appalachians, vast stands of virgin forest, shimmering lakes
and waterways and a wealth of resources. Boone knew that where
he went, others would follow.
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Today Boone’s foresight is borne
out in the thousands of visitors
who come to Kentucky each year
for holidays, meetings, sporting
events and many other reasons.
From metropolitan areas to rural
landscapes and rugged
wilderness, Kentucky has a
bounty of attractions to discover.  

Be it a Thoroughbred, Saddlebred
or another breed, if you love
horses, you will find them in
Kentucky. The premier location in
Kentucky to experience horses is
the Kentucky Horse Park near
Lexington. This working horse
farm, covering more than 1,200
acres and showcasing over 40
breeds of horses, is open to the
public year round with extended
hours shows during the summer
season.  

North central Kentucky proudly
showcases a product that was
invented in Kentucky – bourbon
whiskey.  Each distillery has its
own distinct trademark, so even
though the general process is the
same; you will find unique
differences at each distillery you
tour along the Kentucky Bourbon
Trail®. Smaller craft distilleries
have recently sprung up in many
places around the state and
Louisville is home to the Urban
Bourbon Trail. 

Kentucky recently marked the
centennial of the birth of Bill
Monroe, the Father of Bluegrass
music. Monroe was born just
south of Owensboro in Rosine,
and the family home has been
restored and is open for tours.
It is also the location of one of the
biggest Bluegrass celebrations
every fall at Jerusalem Ridge –
four days of live performances by
Bluegrass bands and individuals
from across the country, many of
whom played with or knew Bill
Monroe personally. Monroe is
buried with his family in the
Rosine cemetery. 

Kentucky is also home to many
unique places and attractions that
can’t be found anywhere else. 

Among these are:

• Mammoth Cave, world’s
longest charted cave system

• Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill
is home to the largest private
collection of 19th century
buildings with 34 original
Shaker structures.

• Birthplaces of Abraham Lincoln
and Jefferson Davis, presidents
of both sides in the Civil War

• National Quilt Museum in
Paducah

• Louisville Slugger Museum
& Factory

• Seventeen state resort parks
with lodges, most of any state
in the nation

• Moonbow at Cumberland Falls

Follow Daniel Boone’s lead and
discover Kentucky’s diverse
attractions. You won’t be
disappointed! 
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Kentuckyy
ROAD TRIP

K t k
NORTHERN KENTUCKY – LOUISVIILE – LEXINGTON –
BARDSTOWN – BOWLING GREEN – PADUCAH – MEMPHIS –
NASHVILLE – GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS - CHATTANOOGA
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DAY 1 & 2
NORTHERN KENTUCKY
Visit the National Underground
Railroad Freedom Center on the
banks of the Ohio River before you
head to the Newport Gangster
Tour. Then en route to Louisville
stop at The Creation Museum, a
state-of-the-art facility that brings
the pages of the Bible to life.

DAY 3 & 4                  80 miles

NORTHERN KENTUCKY
TO LOUISVILLE
The Kentucky Derby Museum
(Churchill Downs) offers hands-
on experience and an
audio-visual display, capturing
Derby Day atmosphere on a 360°
screen. Then there’s the historic
Belle of Louisville which is perfect
for daily sightseeing cruises. Be
sure to visit The Muhammad Ali
Center with majestic views of
Kentucky’s largest city where Ali
was born celebrating his life and
heritage before discovering the
Urban Bourbon Trail along
Whiskey Row and around town.

DAY 5                   101 miles

LOUISVILLE TO LEXINGTON

Keeneland Race Course is listed
on the National Register of
Historic Places and Lexington is

also home to the Kentucky Horse
Park, the only park in the world
dedicated exclusively to the
horse. Nearby is Shaker Village at
Pleasant Hill, which is home to an
impressive collection of Shaker
architecture, furniture, artefacts
and historians with great food!

DAY 6                   167 miles

LEXINGTON TO
BOWLING GREEN

Mammoth Cave National Park has
four hundred miles of labyrinth
passages and caverns and is 30
minutes from Bowling Green. Visit
the National Corvette Museum
and the Corvette Plant where
General Motors began
production of the esteemed
Corvette at the Bowling Green
assembly plant in 1981 and the
facility has remained the
exclusive home of the Corvette
for more than 30 years. Bowling
Green also offers a flourishing
cultural scene, good shopping
and dining, plus one of the state’s
most innovative distilleries.

DAY 7                          180 miles

BOWLING GREEN
TO PADUCAH

Paducah’s location at the heart of
America’s inland waterways

shaped its history and culture.
Paducah is home to the National
Quilt Museum, the Lower Town
Arts District and 50 life-sized
panoramic floodwall murals.

DAY 8 & 9                 210 miles

PADUCAH TO MEMPHIS

Leave Paducah and drive to
Memphis, home of the blues
and birthplace of rock ‘n’ roll. Visit
Graceland, Elvis’ beloved
mansion and the fantastic
Automobile Museum. Don’t
miss Sun Studio, STAX and the
Rock‘n’Soul Museum. Dance
the night away on historic
Beale Street.

DAY 10 & 11           210 miles

MEMPHIS TO NASHVILLE

Make a lunch stop at the Old
Country Store at Casey Jones
Village in Jackson. In Nashville see
the Grand Ole Opry, the multi-
storey Country Music Hall of Fame
and Museum, RCA Studio B and be
sure to hear live music at a classic
honky tonk like Tootsie’s. Or take a
cabaret dinner cruise aboard the
General Jackson Showboat on the
Cumberland River.

DAY 12 & 13           223 miles

NASHVILLE TO GREAT
SMOKY MOUNTAINS

Continue to Sevierville, Pigeon
Forge and Gatlinburg, all nestled
in the foothills of the Smoky
Mountains. Walk, hike, cycle or
ride a horse in the Smokies,
America’s most visited national
park. Dolly Parton’s Dollywood
theme park celebrates the
heritage and people of East
Tennessee.

DAY 14                       125 miles

SMOKY MOUNTAINS
TO CHATTANOOGA

Drive along the foothills of the
Appalachian Mountains to
Chattanooga and visit the
Tennessee Aqaurium. Spend time
on Lookout Mountain, ride the
Incline Railway, explore Point Park
and visit Ruby Falls and Rock City
Gardens before driving south to
Atlanta for your flight home.
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Louisiana
Louisiana is a ‘gumbo’ created in the 1700’s with a dash of French, Spanish, 
English, Irish, Cajun, Creole and Afro Caribbean. These ‘cultural ingredients’ 
have added great flavours to make Louisiana a rich dish of colourful, lively, 
exotic and aromatic holiday destination recipes.

LouisianaLouisianaa tantalizing cultural blend
When you watch all the latest 
cookery programs, movies and 
TV programs that are dipping 
into the USA, the South is by far 
the most interesting – and one of 
its stars is the state of Louisiana, 
home to an exceptional mix of 
history and culture that makes for 
an exciting, fun and memorable 
holiday. 

As you travel through the state 
of Louisiana, you will experience 
variety, with no two destinations 
quite the same. They are 
in�uenced by their locations – 
rivers, coasts, forests and cities 
dictating an individual twist on 
their local culture and history.  
You can still ‘Pick your Passion’ in 
Louisiana and enjoy it throughout 
the state in Shreveport, Monroe, 
Alexandria, Natchitoches, Lake 
Charles, Lafayette, Houma-
Thibodaux, Baton Rouge, the 
River Road and New Orleans. 

DEEP-SOUTH-USA.COM/LOUISIANA 



31

Each Louisianan makes it their 
business to enjoy life to the 
fullest, living their culture which 
you will experience, alive and 
kicking all around you. 

If Louisiana is a cookbook, then 
music, food and history are the 
predominant ingredients, and 
the destinations are the treasured 
recipes that will delight your 
senses. 

Louisiana is the birthplace of 
jazz, as well as other distinct 
musical styles, including Cajun, 
Zydeco, swamp pop and gospel. 
The legacy of native Louisianans 
includes world-famous entertainers 
such as Louis Armstrong, Harry 
Connick, Jr., Jerry Lee Lewis 
and Fats Domino. Your ears will 
be delighted and your spirits 
lifted by the diversity and 
quality of live music offered 
throughout the state. 

Louisianans love their food and 
that love is shared through an 
exquisite fusion of tastes from  
a diverse list of cultures. They 

cook from the heart and create 
with their soul. This is obvious 
whether you are eating a po-boy 
sandwich or a 5-course meal in 
a world-renowned restaurant. 
The very �rst cocktail was created 
in New Orleans, which is re�ective 
of its carefree, fun and festive 
attitude. Sample a ‘hurricane’ 
cocktail at one of the many 
24-hours-a-day bars! 

New Orleans is one of Louisiana’s 
treasured ‘recipes’ with its iconic 
architecture, historic cobbled 
streets, rousing live music scene 
and exquisite culinary offerings. 
On everybody’s bucket list, ‘The 
City That Never Sleeps’ delivers 
all that it promises from a wide 
array of desires, alive with an 
excitement and vibe that you 
need to experience for yourself! 

What better way to get under the 
skin of a place than by meeting 
the locals on their home turf within 
a relaxed and fun environment. 
Festivals and fairs are just the 
place to do it with over 400 per 

year, celebrating the food, 
heritage and music of Louisiana. 
The cultural calendar is packed 
with exciting experiences and 
activities. For those who enjoy 
the great outdoors, our coastal 
marshes, bayous and rolling hills 
are ideal destinations for active 
holidays, offering world-class 
golf, �shing, hiking, biking and 
paddling opportunities throughout 
the state. Relax on a meandering 
trip into the mysterious, beautiful 
bayous draped with Spanish moss. 
See if you can spot an alligator 
or two and learn about the Cajun 
way of life. 

From the eclectic mix of cultures 
to spirited festivals, Louisiana 
has something for everyone. 
Preserving the best from its 
history and offering a holiday 
experience that will immerse you 
in its colourful way of life, creating 
memories that will remain with 
you for years to come. 

It’s time to visit Louisiana, where 
joie de vivre is a full-time occupation!
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DAY 1–4  133 miles 
NEW ORLEANS TO NEW 
IBERIA

New Orleans, founded in 1718, is 
famous for its live music, delicious 
cuisine, Mardi Gras, tax free shopping, 
historic districts, museums, parties, 
parades and festivals! For a taste of 
Cajun cuisine, stop in Houma for 
traditional blackened red�sh and 
shrimp étouffée. Drive on to New 
Iberia and learn about plantation 
life before visiting the world famous 
Tabasco® Sauce Factory on Avery 
Island and see how the pepper sauce 
is made as you tour the factory.

DAY 5  22 miles 
NEW IBERIA TO LAFAYETTE

Lafayette, “Capital of French 
Louisiana” is home to the fascinating 
living museums, Acadian Village and 
Vermilionville. Learn more about 
the history of the Acadians and see 

how the Cajuns lived, listen to their 
music and sample traditional cuisine. 
Visit the quaint towns, like St. 
Martinville, that surround Lafayette 
and add �avour to the gumbo that 
is Louisiana.

DAY 6  72 miles 
LAFAYETTE TO LAKE 
CHARLES

Lake Charles, home to “Louisiana’s 
Outback”, is rich in both history 
and scenery with a thriving arts 
community, riverboat gaming and 
miles of scenic byways. Experience 
the breathtaking views by driving 
the Creole Nature Trail National 
Scenic Byway.

DAY 7  152 miles 
LAKE CHARLES TO  
NATCHITOCHES

Visit Alexandria’s historic Loyd Hall 
Plantation and download the 12 Years 

A Slave app to learn about this 
fascinating part of the state’s history. 
The beautiful historic town of 
Natchitoches, founded in 1714, is 
the oldest settlement in Louisiana, 
full of boutique shops, restaurants, 
38 historic B&Bs and home to 
famous meat pies. Take a walking 
tour of the old Creole townhouses, 
a guided tour of �lm sites, and the 
internationally-acclaimed architecture 
of the new Louisiana Sports Hall 
of Fame.

DAY 8  100 miles 
NATCHITOCHES TO 
VICKSBURG

Visit Louisiana’s third largest city, 
Shreveport, known as “Sportsman’s 
Paradise” through its outdoor 
recreational areas for �shing, 
swimming and camping. Learn 
about the battle of Vicksburg, turning 
point in the Civil War, as you tour 
the vast Military Park. Then visit 
Vicksburg’s Old Court House 
Museum, Coca-Cola Museum or 
relax on the Mississippi River.

DAY 9–10  70 miles 
VICKSBURG TO NATCHEZ

Discover rural Mississippi’s warm 
hospitality in the quaint and historic 
town of Port Gibson en route to 

Natchez. With over 500 exquisite 
antebellum homes you can encounter 
�rsthand the elegance and charm 
of the “Old South” with a B&B 
experience. A must-do are the 
horse-drawn carriage tours of these 
magni�cent historic structures. 
Sample bars, restaurants, gift shops 
and casino gaming along with the 
Grand Village of the Natchez Indians 
showcasing the culture of this once-  
great Native American civilisation.

DAY 11  92 Miles 
NATCHEZ TO BATON ROUGE

Louisiana’s capital city Baton Rouge 
has an abundance of attractions, 
including an art-deco Capitol, a 
wonderful State Museum, a lively 
music scene, dining and tax-free 
shopping malls.

DAY 12–14  80 miles 
BATON ROUGE ALONG 
THE RIVER ROAD TO NEW 
ORLEANS

The Great River Road has a 
stunning collection of Louisiana’s 
historic plantation homes, each 
telling a unique story re�ecting 
the heritage and colourful history 
of plantation culture, the perfect 
place for touring. Arrive in New 
Orleans for �ight home.
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Mississippi
Home to hallowed authors, celebrated musicians, shabby juke joints and 
26 miles of white sandy beaches, palatial antebellum homes with acres of 
cotton, gorgeous country roads and hospitable people.

America’s Music
DEEP-SOUTH-USA.COM/MISSISSIPPI



Mississippi
35

She is the cradle of the civil 
rights movement, battleground 
of the Civil War, land of cat�sh 
and tamales. It is paradise for 
adventurers and the centre stage 
for round the clock entertainment 
and year-round play. 

For travellers and tourists around 
the world, from states far away and 
right in our own backyard, the 
invitation is always open, and there’s 
a place on every one of our front 
porches to experience the real 
Mississippi. It could be found while 
enjoying your best game on 
fabulous golf courses, at fantastic 
ball parks, on the 50-yard line, in 
the middle of all the action. Head 
for the bright lights on the horizon, 
and take in the non-stop action, 
star studded entertainment and 
luxuries of one of the nation’s 
leading casino destinations. 

Once inside the actual birthplace 
of Elvis Presley in Tupelo you will 
fully understand his background 
in a tiny house in a small town. He  
became larger than life, changed 
the world of music, pioneered 

rock ‘n’ roll and in�uenced legend 
after legend to come. 

Enter the rooms and gardens of 
an antebellum Natchez mansion 
and you’ll have a true grasp of the 
glory, grandeur and massive wealth 
this legendary river city enjoyed 
as the one-time wealthiest city 
in America – the grace and 
elegance of a lifestyle never 
experienced again. 

Stand in a Delta cotton �eld and 
feel the rhythm of the blues born 
among the expanses of cotton that 
touch the other side of the sky. 
Walk among rows and rows of 
fallen soldiers’ graves in the rolling 
hills of a National Military Park 
amid the Confederate defeat at 
Vicksburg. Discover your full 
inspiration in places frozen in 
time that we fondly remember, 
so that we never forget.
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DAY 1–2 
NEW ORLEANS

The heart and soul of the Crescent 
City is the French Quarter. Enjoy 
its decorative balconied-buildings, 
antique shops, great restaurants 
and jazz clubs. Ride the famed 
streetcars and see the charming 
Garden District.

DAY 3 & 4  90 miles 
NEW ORLEANS TO  
MISSISSIPPI’S GULF COAST

Enjoy two days of relaxation along 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast, which 
combines small-town friendliness, 
antique shops, history and coastal 
cuisine with casino gaming and 
entertainment, golf courses and 
26 miles of white sandy beaches.

DAY 5  157 miles 
GULF COAST TO JACKSON

Drive north to Jackson, Mississippi’s 
capital city. Take a driving tour of 
Jackson and see locations from the 
Oscar-winning movie, The Help. 

DAY 6  195 miles 
JACKSON TO TUPELO

Travel the scenic Natchez Trace 
Parkway, a historic trail originally 
“traced out” by buffalo and later 

used as a trading route to Tupelo 
where a must-see is the humble 
two-room birthplace of Elvis and 
the Elvis Presley Museum.

DAY 7  110 miles 
TUPELO TO MEMPHIS

Follow in the footsteps of the Presley 
family to Memphis, home of the blues 
and birthplace of rock ’n’ roll. Visit 
Graceland, Elvis’ beloved mansion, 
see his two private jets and the 
fantastic Automobile Museum. 
Don’t miss Sun Studio, Stax and the 
Rock’n’Soul Museum. Dance the 
night away on historic Beale Street.

DAY 8  76 miles 
MEMPHIS TO CLARKSDALE

Follow the Mississippi Blues Trail 
south along Highway 61 into the 
Mississippi Delta, the birthplace 
of the blues. Finish the day at the 
Delta Blues Museum in Clarksdale, 
where across the street actor 
Morgan Freeman owns Ground 
Zero Blues Club.

DAY 9  58 miles 
CLARKSDALE TO  
GREENWOOD

Experience the B.B. King Museum 
in Indianola and the nearby restored 
and vibrant downtown of Greenwood, 

home to the boutique Alluvian Hotel 
and the Viking Cooking School.

DAY 10 & 11  100 Miles 
GREENWOOD TO VICKSBURG

Learn about the battle of Vicksburg, 
the turning point in the Civil War, 
as you tour the vast Military Park. 
Then visit Vicksburg’s Old Court 
House Museum or Coca-Cola 
Museum or relax on the porch of 
a charming B&B mansion.

DAY 12 & 13  72 miles 
VICKSBURG TO NATCHEZ

Travel rural Mississippi and see the 
quaint town of Port Gibson en route 
to Natchez, the oldest permanent 
settlement on the Mississippi River. 
Enjoy a walking tour of some of the 

500 antebellum (pre-Civil War) 
structures. Watch the sunset over 
Ol’ Man River and sample Natchez- 
under-the-Hill, once known for its 
saloons and gambling.

Take a horse-drawn carriage ride 
through downtown Natchez and 
slip back in time to the elegance 
of the “Old South” as you tour the 
beautiful plantation homes.

DAY 14  176 miles 
NATCHEZ TO NEW 
ORLEANS

Follow the Great River Road through 
Louisiana’s Plantation Country and 
Baton Rouge as you travel back to 
New Orleans for your return �ight 
home.
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When it comes to 
music, Tennessee 
delivers the foot- 
tapping, soul-saving 
kind – the blues, rock 
‘n’ roll, soul, country, 
gospel and everything 
in between.
Tennessee’s creative spirit is 
the stuff America was built on. 
It is infused into every sip of 
Jack Daniel’s oak-barrel-aged 
amber gold and every bite of 
“I’ve-died-and-gone-to-heaven” 
Memphis barbeque. 

The state’s beauty is highlighted 
by the Great Smoky Mountains 
and scenic rivers that sculpt the 
landscape. Tennessee is a place 
to walk in the footsteps of soldiers, 
legends and kings.

Legends like Dolly Parton, Johnny 
Cash, Tina Turner and Elvis have 
helped catapult Tennessee to 
“global music destination” status. 
And now, Taylor Swift, Kings of 
Leon and Justin Timberlake keep 
Tennessee-made music on top. 
The Birthplace of Country Music 
Museum in Bristol tells the story 
of the 1927 Bristol Sessions. 

Bristol birthed country music 
and Nashville made it famous 
with the Grand Ole Opry, the 
world’s longest-running live 
radio programme, turning 90 in 
2015. Hip hop, rock, soul, pop, 
Americana and roots music draw 
crowds to Nashville’s world famous 
venues like the Ryman Auditorium 
and the Bluebird Café.

Memphis is “Home of the Blues,” 
and the “Birthplace of rock ‘n’ 

roll,” and the city celebrates the 
music 24/7 on Beale Street. Sun 
Studio launched Elvis, Johnny 
Cash and Jerry Lee Lewis.

Celebrate Elvis, the King of rock 
‘n’ roll at Graceland. Pay homage 
to the Queen of rock ‘n’ roll at 
the Tina Turner Museum at Flagg 
Grove School in Brownsville. 

Tennessee’s creative spirit is 
found at the Great Smoky Arts 
& Crafts Community, the largest 
group of independent artisans 
in North America. 

Feel the hushed reverence of 
Stones River National Battle�eld 
and Shiloh National Military Park. 
Visit iconic attraction Rock City 
and Ruby Falls in Chattanooga. 
Don’t miss Memphis’ National 
Civil Rights Museum and Titanic! 
Pigeon Forge. These are memories 
that can only be…
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DAY 1 & 2 
ATLANTA

Visit the King Center in the ‘Sweet 
Auburn’ historic district, soon to be 
a stop on the Atlanta Streetcar ‘Down 
Town Loop’ and be sure to explore 
‘Atlantic Station’ for a great dining 
and shopping experience.

DAY 3  145 miles 
ATLANTA TO BIRMINGHAM

The Alabama Jazz Hall of Fame is 
located in downtown Birmingham 
and offers tours and the nearby 
Carver Theatre is where jazz 
legends such as Duke Ellington 
and Lionel Hampton once played 
and local jazz artists and comedy 
can often be heard.

DAY 4  114 miles 
BIRMINGHAM TO MUSCLE 
SHOALS

Visit The Shoals, the four musical 
cities in northwest Alabama (Florence, 
Tuscumbia, Shef�eld and Muscle 
Shoals) where superstars such as 
The Rolling Stones, Paul Simon, Rod 
Stewart and Aretha Franklin made 
this area the “Hit Capital of the 
World” in the 1960s and 1970s.

DAY 5  67 miles 
MUSCLE SHOALS TO TUPELO

Drive the back roads of Tennessee 
to the scenic Natchez Trace Parkway 
and Tupelo where you can visit the 
humble two-room birthplace of 
Elvis and the Elvis Presley Museum.

DAY 6  47 miles 
TUPELO TO OXFORD

Oxford is the home of Nobel 
Prize-winner William Faulkner and 
the historic University of Mississippi, 
known as Ole Miss. Its town square 
is alive with shops, restaurants, 
bars and galleries.

DAY 7 & 8  75 miles 
OXFORD TO MEMPHIS

Drive across north Mississippi to 
Memphis, home of the blues and 

birthplace of rock’n’roll. Visit 
Graceland, Elvis’ beloved mansion 
and the fantastic Automobile Museum. 
Don’t miss Sun Studio, Stax and the 
Rock’n’Soul Museum. Dance the 
night away on historic Beale Street.

DAY 9 & 10  210 miles 
MEMPHIS TO NASHVILLE

Make a lunch stop at the Old 
Country Store at Casey Jones 
Village in Jackson. In Nashville see 
the Grand Ole Opry, the multi-storey 
Country Music Hall of Fame and 
Museum, RCA Studio B and be 
sure to hear live music at a classic 
honky tonk like Tootsie’s. Or take a 
cabaret dinner cruise aboard the 
General Jackson Showboat on the 
Cumberland River.

DAY 11  223 miles 
NASHVILLE TO KNOXVILLE 
TO SMOKY MOUNTAINS

Head for Knoxville but make time 
for the “secret” city of Oak Ridge 
and the Museum of Appalachia  
in Norris. Lunch at Volunteer 
Landing on the Tennessee River 
and stroll the Cradle of Country 
Music tour around the Old City of 
Knoxville. Continue to Sevierville, 
Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg, all 
nestled in the foothills of the 
Smoky Mountains.

DAY 12 
GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS

Walk, hike, cycle or ride a horse in 
the Smokies, America’s most visited 
national park. Visit Dolly Parton’s 
celebrated country music and 
entertainment theme park, 
Dollywood and literally shop ‘til you 
drop at the 200+ factory outlet shops 
in Pigeon Forge and Sevierville.

DAY 13  145 miles 
PIGEON FORGE TO  
CHATTANOOGA

Drive along the foothills of the 
Appalachian Mountains to 
Chattanooga and visit the Tennessee 
Aquarium. Spend time on Lookout 
Mountain, ride the Incline Railway, 
explore Point Park and visit Ruby 
Falls and Rock City Gardens.

DAY 14  114 miles 
CHATTANOOGA TO  
ATLANTA

Make time for last-minute shopping 
at Warehouse Row in Chattanooga 
before driving south to Atlanta, for 
your �ight home.
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the mighty rivers of the united states once served as the great 
highways of early exploration and inspired dreams of discovery



today, the american queen steamboat company recreates 
the same sense of wonder, excitement and inspiration 
with the added comforts of modern luxury aboard the 
elegant riverboat, ★ the american queen	★ 

�e American Queen Steamboat 
Company continues to define the 
U.S. river cruising experience with 
a commitment to excellence that 
far exceeds expectations. After 
record-breaking seasons, they 

continue the esteemed culture of 
leisurely and romantic travel on 
the Mississippi and Tennessee 
Rivers providing an elegant and 
intimate style of travel through 
unspoilt natural wonders.

Each American Queen Steamboat 
Company voyage offers unique 
perspectives on America’s history, 
culture and landscape that you 
can’t get anywhere else: up-close, 
in-depth and unforgettable. 
Step aboard and delight in the 
luxurious modern amenities, 
gracious service and endless 
authentic experiences that  
have become synonymous with 
American Queen Steamboat 
Company river cruising. 

For more information, contact:
sales@lightblue 
travel.co.uk
01223 568904

TRAVEL IS GLORIOUS 
ONCE MORE™

SALES@LIGHTBLUETRAVEL.CO.UK | 01223 568904     43
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